Orchid Conservation Chelsea

Chairman’s Report 2024 & Outlook 2025

With the most respected mvitations from The Royal Horticultural Society
(http://rhs.org.uk) to participate in the last three Chelsea Flower Shows, Orchid
Conservation Chelsea 2024 turned out to be a major Conservation and Educational
event, featuring amazing rare orchids from the United Kingdom, India, Canada and the
United States.
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Our theme this year was “ORCHIDS IN THE WILD - THE BEAUTY OF
NATURE: Great Britain, India, North America”

We welcomed this year for the first ime at Chelsea, the Essex Wildlife Trust who were
mspirational 1n setting up the Orchids of Great Britain section of our exhibit, which
featured the rare English “Lady’s Slipper” (Cypripedium calceolus).

On the opening day, we were honored by the visit of King Charles IIT and Queen
Camuilla. Their Royal Majesties enjoyed seeing the native orchids of Great Britain,
India and North America. We were able to describe our mternational support for
orchid conservation, plus Bees for Development, both of great interest to Their
Majesties, who encouraged our future work and efforts with enthusiasm.

Show and visiting with John Parke Wright IV Queen Camilla viewing the Orchids of Great Britain exhibit at
at the Orchid Conservation Chelsea - Orchid Conservation Chelsea, together with Ms. Heidi
Native Orchids of Great Britain Rinaldi and Clare Matterson CBE. Director General of the

Royal Horticultural Society.

Also joming us this year for their first Chelsea Flower Show were Longwood Gardens

who displayed the rare ‘Kentucky Lady Shipper’ (Cypripedium kentuckiense), plus the
Humboldt Botanical Gardens, American Orchid Society, Canadian Orchid Congress,
Southern Ontario Orchid Society, Ottawa Orchid Society, and Minnesota Landscape

Arboretum/University of Minnesota.




Panjab University’s Prof. Promila Pathak set up the Orchids of India together with
Sarasan Viswambharan from Kew Gardens - which featured the rare ‘Golden Paph

Orchid’ (Paphiopedilum drury1), which came from the collection of Elite Orchids of
the UK.

We were pleased to support Bees for Development, whose exhibit was next to Orchid
Conservation Chelsea. Queen Camilla 1s their Patron and President. The Royal Visit
was most enjoyable and meaningful.

Outlook 2025

We are also pleased to announce that we have a ten-year plan for, “Smart & Creative
Botanical, Horticultural, & Orchid Conservation,” agendas for on-going participation at
The Chelsea Flower Show.

Our Chelsea theme for 2025 1s, “From Hong Kong to Australia, the Orchids of Asia &
the Pacific”

Our new focus 1s also on, “The Native Orchids of the UK - Plant 1000 Meadows,”
program.

Chelsea Flower Show - Orchid Conservation Team with Dr. Lawrence Zettler — accepting the Silver Gilt Award for
Education

The conservation and protection of the habitat of naturally growing orchids, plants and
trees 1s vital to our civihization and well-being. The orchid family 1s the largest family of
vascular plants on Earth. The historic and world-famous RHS Chelsea Flower Show
gives reason to celebrate and commut to conservation and, “Carry the message,” by
scientific research, education, and individual action.




Grateful Appreciation

We wish to express our appreciation and gratitude to all those who have made this
continuing success story possible and encouraged our future vision to carry the
Conservation Message forward from the Chelsea Flower Show each year. Our special
thanks for professional detail, enthusiasm to meet and greet the public with information
and care, hard work and good cheer, we recognize and salute our Members &
Participants. These amazing organizations are leaders mn the horticultural, botanic,
scientific, and educational fields. Please see their links herewith and support their
ongoing and important work.
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https://www.aos.org/
https://www.beesfordevelopment.org/
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/
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https://glasgowbotanicgardens.com/
https://glasgowbotanicgardens.com/
https://growtropicals.com/
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https://www.hbgf.org/
https://www.ic.edu/biology/orchidrecovery
https://longwoodgardens.org/
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https://arb.umn.edu/arboretum-orchids
https://arb.umn.edu/arboretum-orchids
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https://www.naplesgarden.org/
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https://serc.si.edu/research/projects/north-american-orchid-conservation-center
https://serc.si.edu/research/projects/north-american-orchid-conservation-center
https://serc.si.edu/research/projects/north-american-orchid-conservation-center
https://serc.si.edu/research/projects/north-american-orchid-conservation-center
https://ottawaorchidsociety.com/
https://orchidsocietyindia.org/
https://soos.ca/
https://soos.ca/
https://www2.stetson.edu/today/2024/05/stetson-professor-to-promote-orchid-conservation-at-chelsea-flower-show-in-london/
https://orchid.foundation/
https://orchid.foundation/
https://www.osgb.org.uk/
https://www.osgb.org.uk/
https://www.kew.org/
https://www.kew.org/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-chelsea-flower-show
https://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-chelsea-flower-show
https://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-chelsea-flower-show
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/orchids/




Orchid Conservation Chelsea — 2024 Media Coverage

Further, our Conservation Media & Press focus, gained over 23 million views on
various press and social media platforms, to carry the Conservation Message
Worldwide, this year from the prestigious Chelsea Flower Show in London.

We are pleased to mclude a partial list of Media Coverage, herewith.

o Garden Orchids Bound for World-Famous Chelsea Flower Show | Naples Botanical

Garden (naplesgarden.org)

e Stetson Professor to Promote Orchid Conservation at Chelsea Flower Show in London -
Stetson Today
e Promoting plant conservation - Times-Standard

e [llinois College team finalizes Chelsea Flower Show 2024 display (mvjournalcourier.com)

e ]JC-linked orchid conservation display blossoms at Chelsea Flower Show

(myjournalcourier.com)

e Birmingham Botanical Gardens’ horticulturist shines light on orchid conservation |
HortWeek
e Parke Wright - CEA Senior Advisor Leader in International Entrepreneurships and

Horticultural Conservation | Business Wire

e Humboldt Botanical Garden Orchids Awarded Medal at L.ondon (globenewswire.com)

e How to care for the beautiful and 'rare' lady's slipper orchid | Express.co.uk

e Indian orchids set to be a big draw at London’s Chelsea Flower Show - The Hindu
e  Highlights of the Great Pavilion at RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2024 / RHS Gardening
e Shorelines » Blog Archive Four Marvland Orchids Featured at London’s Chelsea Flower

Show - Shorelines (si.edu)

o Scientists transplant soil fungi in race to save world’s threatened orchids | Wild flowers |
The Guardian

e Trust showcases wild orchids at Chelsea Flower Show | Essex Wildlife Trust

(essexwt.org.uk)

e Introducing ‘Orchids in The Wild - The Beauty of Nature' at the RHS Ch - GROW
TROPICALS

e GrowTropicals | We are honored to be a part of Orchid Conservation Chelsea, presenting
‘Orchids in the Wild - the Beauty of Nature’ at the RHS Chelsea... | Instagram

e SERC | Our North American Orchid Conservation Center made a splash in London this

week, as part of the Chelsea Flower Show. In an effort to... | Instagram

e NAOCC ata Glance - North American Orchid Conservation Center
(northamericanorchidcenter.org)

e saving (and growing) native lady's slipper orchids, with longwood's peter zale - A Way To

Garden
e Four Marvland Orchids Featured at London’s Chelsea Flower Show
e  Orchid Conservation Chelsea - Chairman's Report 2023, Outlook 2024



https://www.naplesgarden.org/wild-beauty/
https://www.naplesgarden.org/wild-beauty/
https://www2.stetson.edu/today/2024/05/stetson-professor-to-promote-orchid-conservation-at-chelsea-flower-show-in-london/
https://www2.stetson.edu/today/2024/05/stetson-professor-to-promote-orchid-conservation-at-chelsea-flower-show-in-london/
https://www.times-standard.com/2024/06/09/promoting-plant-conservation/
https://www.myjournalcourier.com/news/article/orchid-conservation-chelsea-illinois-college-19449704.php
https://www.myjournalcourier.com/features/article/ic-linked-orchid-conservation-display-blossoms-19472142.php
https://www.myjournalcourier.com/features/article/ic-linked-orchid-conservation-display-blossoms-19472142.php
https://www.hortweek.com/birmingham-botanical-gardens-horticulturist-shines-light-orchid-conservation/parks-and-gardens/article/1876561
https://www.hortweek.com/birmingham-botanical-gardens-horticulturist-shines-light-orchid-conservation/parks-and-gardens/article/1876561
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240509442638/en/Parke-Wright---CEA-Senior-Advisor-Leader-in-International-Entrepreneurships-and-Horticultural-Conservation
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240509442638/en/Parke-Wright---CEA-Senior-Advisor-Leader-in-International-Entrepreneurships-and-Horticultural-Conservation
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2024/05/30/2890957/0/en/Humboldt-Botanical-Garden-Orchids-Awarded-Medal-at-London-Flower-Show.html
https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/garden/1901551/royal-chelsea-flower-show-2024-lady-slipper-orchid-exclusive
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/indian-orchids-set-to-be-a-big-draw-at-londons-chelsea-flower-show/article68190523.ece
https://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/rhs-chelsea-flower-show/news/2024/inside-the-great-pavilion
https://sercblog.si.edu/four-maryland-orchids-at-chelsea-flower-show/
https://sercblog.si.edu/four-maryland-orchids-at-chelsea-flower-show/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/may/24/scientists-transplant-soil-fungi-in-race-to-save-the-worlds-rthreatened-orchids
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/may/24/scientists-transplant-soil-fungi-in-race-to-save-the-worlds-rthreatened-orchids
https://www.essexwt.org.uk/news/trust-showcases-wild-orchids-chelsea-flower-show
https://www.essexwt.org.uk/news/trust-showcases-wild-orchids-chelsea-flower-show
https://growtropicals.com/blogs/learn/introducing-orchids-in-the-wild-the-beauty-of-nature-at-the-rhs-chelsea-flower-show-2024
https://growtropicals.com/blogs/learn/introducing-orchids-in-the-wild-the-beauty-of-nature-at-the-rhs-chelsea-flower-show-2024
https://www.instagram.com/growtropicals/p/C7R97s4MzCl/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/growtropicals/p/C7R97s4MzCl/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/smithsonianenvironment/p/CsuEgHurx2-/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/smithsonianenvironment/p/CsuEgHurx2-/?img_index=1
https://northamericanorchidcenter.org/about/
https://northamericanorchidcenter.org/about/
https://awaytogarden.com/conserving-and-growing-native-ladys-slipper-orchids-with-longwoods-peter-zale/
https://awaytogarden.com/conserving-and-growing-native-ladys-slipper-orchids-with-longwoods-peter-zale/
https://sercblog.si.edu/four-maryland-orchids-at-chelsea-flower-show/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kq8bCwL0Me5nrONEIpd1EauvXl8Buv7i/view?usp=drive_link

With our very best wishes to all and looking forward to seeing you at the
2025 Chelsea Flower Show. Faithfully,

John Parke Wright, IV Dr. Lawrence Zettler, Ph.D.
Chairman Chairman - Scientific Council
Orchid Conservation Chelsea Orchid Conservation Chelsea

UK Bee Orchid India Golden Paph Orchid North America Showy Lady’s Slipper
(Ophrys apifera) (Paphiopedilum druryi) (Cypripedium reginae)

Representing

Nature’s Beauty in

Places Unseen.
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