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Terry Kennedy and Sherry Decyk with 

Dendrochilum tenellum, photo pp. 

 
 
 

Meeting Program Sunday, 
March 4, Toronto Botanical 
Garden. Sales at noon, program 
at 1 pm.  

Eric Lee will present a new way of 
growing the common Phalaenopsis, or 
"moth" orchid, at our next meeting on 
March 4. The medium he will discuss is 

sphagnum moss. He will discuss light levels for growing these orchids, their fertilization, and so on. Almost all 
Phalaenopsis orchids, when purchased today, use a bark-charcoal-perlite medium, or some similar mix. Taiwan is a 
hotbed for the breeding and propagation of Phalaenopsis, and increasingly the medium of choice for growers there is 
sphagnum. It behoves us to understand new trends in orchid care, so perhaps for those of us who have difficulty with the 
"simple to grow" Phalaenopsis, salvation is at hand.  

Eric and Ellen Lee own a large nursery in the GTA, Crystal Star Orchids (http://www.crystalstarorchids.com/). They grow 
approximately 60,000 individual orchids, of many kinds, in a facility of 10,000 square feet (900 square metres). At the 
society's monthly meetings you will find Eric and Ellen with some of those orchids for sale.  

Do come and enjoy what Eric has learned and will pass on. Part of his presentation will be a demonstration of (re)potting 
Phalaenopsis orchids using sphagnum. There are good ways to do it, and not so good ways. To see is to understand; to 
understand is to be a better grower.  

 

If you do not Renew now this will be your last issue of the SOOS NEWS.  
2012 membership $30 with the newsletter by email. Newsletter by Canada Post $15 extra unless you are a pre 

2011 member in continuous good standing receiving the newsletter by Canada Post. 

Web site: www.soos.ca ; Member of the Canadian Orchid 
Congress; Affiliated with the American Orchid Society, the Orchid 
Digest and the International Phalaenopsis Alliance. 

Membership: Annual Dues $30 per calendar year (January 1 to 
December 31 ).  Surcharge $15 for newsletter by postal service. 

Membership secretary: Marilyn Crompton, #1908-21 Overlea 
Blvd., Toronto ON M4H 1P2, phone 416-467-0018 

Executive: President, Yvonne Schreiber, 905-473-3405; Vice-

president Laura Liebgott, 905-883-5290; Secretary, Sue Loftus 
905-839-8281; Treasurer,  John Vermeer,  905-823-2516  

Other Positions of Responsibility: Program, Mario Ferrusi; Plant 
Doctor, Doug Kennedy; Meeting Set up, Tom Atkinson; Vendor and 
Sales table coordinator, Diane Ryley; Membership, Marilyn 
Crompton, Eric Terreau, Karen Hazelton; Web Master, Max 
Wilson; Newsletter, Peter and Inge Poot; Annual Show, Peter Poot;  
Refreshments, Joe O’Regan.  Conservation Committee, Susan 
Shaw, Tom Atkinson; Show table, Iryna Bonya.          

Honorary Life Members: Terry Kennedy, Doug Kennedy, Inge 
Poot, Peter Poot, Joe O’Regan, Diane Ryley, Wayne Hingston.                                             

Annual Show: 2012 cancelled. Next show February 16 – 17, 2013 

  

http://www.crystalstarorchids.com/
http://www.soos.ca/
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SOOS President’s Remarks 

Fellow orchid aficionados: 

 

   Thank you goes out to those of you who 
brought in treats to share for our January 29th 
meeting.   The letters of the month for March 
will be last names that start with the letters E, F, 
and G.  We are asking anyone whose last name 
starts with these letters to bring in a treat to 
share. These treats should be finger foods only 
i.e. something that can be picked up with your 
fingers and does not require a plate or fork.   

 

  Although the S.O.O.S. show has been cancelled 
for this year, there are other orchid societies 
who will be providing us with an opportunity to 
get our orchid fix.  The London Orchid Society 
will be hosting first show of the season on 
March 17th and 18th, to be followed by 
OrchidExpo in Montreal on March 24th and 25th.  
In April the Toronto Artistic Orchid Association 
(TAOA) show takes place on April 14th and 15th.  
The Ottawa Orchid Society show is the following 
weekend, April 21st and 22nd.  SOOS will be 
constructing a display at each of these shows 
and, of course, will need flowering plants.  
Laura Liebgott will be doing the display in 
London and Don Wyatt has volunteered to take 
a display to Montreal. 

 

  The Town Hall Forum was well received.  
Thank you to all for your comments, 
suggestions and praise, both fair and damming.  
All your comments were recorded and will be 
collated and discussed prior to being presented 
to you.  It is our plan to come up with an 
implementation plan in response to your ideas. 

 

  The May 6th meeting  will be in the Garden 
Hall.  Due to the smaller size of the room people 
bringing plants for sale on the Member’s Sales 
table will only be able to bring five plants and 
not the usual maximum of 10. 

   

Talk to me at a meeting; e-mail me at 
yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com, or phone me at 
905-473-3405.   

 Yvonne Schreiber 

Questions or comments 

yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com or 

905-473-3405 

  

  

 

 

Welcome New Members 

David Borsellino & Gabriela Luchsinger, Irene 

Bowman/Michael Dennison, Dee Birchmore, 
Houw Khoe 

 

 

Conservation 

The SOOS conservation committee is involved 
in 2 projects now, both of which involve the 
Toronto Botanical Garden 
(http://torontobotanicalgarden.ca/).  

 

mailto:yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com
mailto:yvonneschreiber68@gmail.com
http://torontobotanicalgarden.ca/
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On February 16, Iryna Bonya and Janet 
Anderson acted as the orchid experts on a tour 
of the Allan Gardens greenhouses in downtown 
Toronto. The tour through the 5 greenhouses 
was led by Paul Zammit, director of horticulture 
at the TBG. This is a marvellous site, and dates 
from the 19th century. Plants there range from 
the very small to the enormous, and from xeric 
(very dry) to the tropical (and very humid). It was 
through the suggestion of the TBG director, 
Aldona Satterthwaite, that SOOS was invited to 
be part of this experience. 

On April 26 and May 10, Tom Shields with help 
from Henry Glowka will present 2 lectures on 
orchids at the TBG. Tom is a long-time member 
of the conservation committee. He said recently 
at one of the committee meetings, and speaking 
of these courses, "This is the book which has 
been in my head for many years now!". Perhaps 
one day Tom will extend the course material and 
create that special book! 

Editor. The latest edition of ‘Orchids’ the monthly 
publication of the American Orchid Society has 
an informative article on the conservation talks 
at the World Orchid Conference in Singapore. 
The author, Peter Tobias, stresses the need for 
a multifaceted approach to conservation, not the 
least of which is to preserve large areas of 
habitat to conserve the orchids as well as the 
organisms associated with the plants. Peter 
Tobias is a founding member of the Orchid 
Conservation Alliance an organisation that has 
been actively fostering the development of 
orchid preserves. SOOS ought to be supporting 
this organisation. (see 
www.orchidconservationalliance.org) 

 

Publicity  

As reported under Conservation elsewhere in 
this newsletter, on February 16, Janet Anderson 
and Iryna Bonya were the orchid experts on a 
TBG-sponsored tour of Allan Gardens. Much 
interest in both orchids and in SOOS was shown 
by the attendees at this marvellous event. In 
part, this was done as support for the TBG. But 
also, Iryna and Janet did it as outreach to the 
horticulturally interested public. The society 
needs new members, not only for what SOOS 
can give them, but also for the new ideas and 
concepts which they bring to the society. Now, 

the "sales pitch" is this and it is simple: if you 
see opportunities for outreach, seize the day. 
You may need help and, if so, see Yvonne or 
any other senior member of SOOS and she / 
they will help you to make it happen. 

 

The American Orchid Society is 
moving 

For some time, the American Orchid Society has 
been concerned that the cost of maintaining   the 
gardens and headquarters building at Delray Beach, 
Florida, was beyond what the  Society could afford. 
The decision was made, reluctantly, to sell the 
property and to find another location with 
affordable costs. In November the facility and 
gardens were sold to the Slomin Foundation, a group 
which works with the care and nurturing of  autistic 
children. While deeply saddened to lose the 
facilities, the Board was pleased that it was able to 
be sold to a group which will maintain and enjoy the 
gardens and building.  After  considering many 
possible sites, and narrowing the choice down to 
two sites, the Board voted at the fall AOS meeting in 
San Antonio in October, 2011, to move forward with 
relocation of the  headquarters to Fairchild Tropical 
Gardens in Coral Gables, Florida.  

As a result, the AOS executive has been working with 
the Fairchild leadership and management  to 
develop an agreement between the Parties that 
spells out our relationship. Both groups have now 
agreed on the terms of the agreement and the move 
is slated to take place at the end of February, 2012. 
The agreement approved by both Parties establishes 
a target date of February 29, 2012 to be moved out 
of the Delray building.  In addition, the AOS  Board 
has insisted on two things: a balanced budget at 
Fairchild and that the AOS employees be located 
physically at Fairchild.  As a result, all positions will 
undergo significant changes with new job 
descriptions, duties and salary/benefit packages. 
While this can’t happen overnight, the Board  
anticipates that it will be completed by the end of 
the current fiscal year.    

First and foremost, the AOS exists to serve its 
members and will be closely examining how best to 
accomplish this as well as stem membership decline.  
Fairchild has been extraordinarily successful in 
increasing their membership and the AOS  looks 
forward to working with them to expand ours.  The 
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AOS hopes to utilize some administrative services 
they currently employ which will necessitate 
changes in the way we do business. These are 
difficult times. You are asked to support the AOS as 
it makes this change and continues to serve its 
members with  an updated and greatly expanded 
web site,  AQ Plus,  Orchids magazine and other 
benefits members receive.  

Mario Ferrusi and Jean Hollebone 

Trustees of the American Orchid Society, Feb13, 
2012 

 
Coming Events    
2012 

March 

3, Toronto Centre judging 1 pm at the 
Toronto Botanical Garden. 

4, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, 
sales 12 noon, program 1 pm 

17,18,  London Orchid Society Show  

23, Manitoba Orchid Society Show, 
Winnipeg. 

24,25 Montreal Orchid Expo  

30,31,1, Genesee Region Orchid Society 
Show, Rochester, NY. 

April  

1, SOOS meeting Toronto Botanical Garden, 
sales 12 noon, program 1 pm 

7, Toronto Centre judging 1 pm at the Toronto 
Botanical Garden. 

14, 15, TAOA Show,  Toronto  

21, 22, Ottawa Orchid Society Show, Ottawa.   

25-29, AOS meetings Wichita, Kansas, USA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AOS Judging Results 

Please note, all of these awards are 
provisional until published by the 
American Orchid Society 

Toronto Centre, February 11, 2012: 

Paphiopedilum (Maiden Paradise x Olympian 
Paradise), AM-AOS 80 points, Wilson Ng. 

Cattleya walkeriana var. coerulea, JC-AOS 
recognising strong peloric form, Joe DiCiommo. 

Lepanthes af. dodsonii, CBR-AOS, Jay Norris. 

Dendrochilum tenellum, CCE-AOS 90 points, 
Sherry Decyk. 

Dendrochilum wenzellii, CCE-AOS 93 points, 
Sherry Decyk 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya (DiCiommo’s Rainbow x 
Cattleya Tangerine Imp), HCC-AOS 78 points, 
Joe DiCiommo. 

Note! The next regular judging will be held at the 
TBG on March 4 at 1 pm.  AOS Judging is a 
service of the American Orchid Society and is 
open to all! Bring us your flowering orchids. We 
need the practice. 

 

PLANT OF THE MONTH 

The plant of the month went to Sherry and Peter 
Decyk for the specimen plant of Dendrochilum 
tenellum– a huge ball of grass all covered in brushes 
of little white flowers.  This particular species of 
dendrochilum is not easy to grow well and bloom.  
The secret is a lot of light, so the Decyks grow it 
suspended high in their greenhouse.  Let it dry a bit 
between waterings.  Very impressive, Peter and 
Sherry! 

 

Best grower, based on the highest number of monthly 
show table awards and orchid show ribbons in 2011, 
is Synea Tan. 

Most active participant of the show table, based on 
the highest number of monthly show tables where he 
entered one or more orchids that were awarded 1st, 
2nd or 3rd, in 2011 is Henry Glowka. 
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A Star is born. 

Crystal Star Orchids offers 
broker service with over 15 top 
orchid nurseries from Taiwan 

and the U.S.A, including: 

Ching Hua Orchids, In Charm, 
Krull Smith, and Sunset 

Valley. 
 

Our website is up and running. 
If you have any questions 

please feel free to email us at: 
crystalstarorchids@gmail.com 

or call  
Eric Lee at (905) 478-8398. 

 

 

javascript:void(0);
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February (aka January 29) 2012 Show Table 

Class First Second Third 

 

Class 1 

Cattleya Alliance 

 

Cattleya jenmanii 

Michael Hwang 

 

Potinara Mark Koch 

John Vermeer  

 

Guarianthe Doris and Byron 

Heinz Ernstberger 

 

 

 

 

Cattleya (Sophrolaeliocattleya)  

Mini Apricot 

John Vermeer 

Epicatanthe (Epicattleya) 
Butterfly Kisses ‘Mendenhall’ 

Linda Gough 

 

Class 2 

Paphiopedilum 

 

 

Paphiopedilum Transvaal X 
Makuli x Jolly Green Gem 

Heinz Ernstberger 

 

 

Phragmipedium China Dragon 

Heinz Ernstberger 

Paphiopedilum philippinense 
var. palawanense ‘Si’ 

Wendy Hoffman 

 

 

 

Class 4 

Oncidium and related 

 

 

 

  

Oncidium Sharry Baby  

‘Red Fantasy’ 

Sue Loftus 

 

Class 5 

Cymbidium 

 

Cymbidium Sweetheart 

John Spears 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 6 

Dendrobium 

 

 

 

Dendrobium mohlianum 

Peter and Sherry Decyk 

 

 

Dendrobium nobile 

Sue Loftus 

 

Class 7 

All Others 

 

 

Dendrochilum wenzelii 

Peter and Sherry Decyk 

 

Pleurothallis ghiesbreghtiana 

Erika Lorincz 

 

Dendrochilum curranii 

Peter and Sherry Decyk 

Micropera pericolosa 

Peter and Sherry Decyk 

 

Class 8 

Specimen Plants 

 

Dendrochilum tenellum 

Peter and Sherry Decyk 
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This article by one of our members, Wendy Hoffman, is reprinted from ‘Orchids’ 
magazine published monthly by the American Orchid Society. ‘Orchids’ is available 
from our library in the TBG Library or by subscription as an AOS member. 

 

 

 

 

 


