22nd Annual Native Orchid Conference Symposium
July 3-7, 2025

“The Rock™ at a Glance

Each moring the sun first rises in North America in the continent’s easternmost point ... Newfoundland. The island is approx. 15%
of the province of Newfoundland and Labrador. Its west coast is part of the Appalachian Mountain chain while ancient rocks of
Europe and Afiica line the east coast. An ancient ocean bed lies between. In the Tablelands, part of Gros Morne National Park, you
can walk on the earth’s mantle, thrust upwards 500 million years ago. Further north, on the west coast in the Great Northern Penin-
sula, limestone barrens expose a wide variety of flora to poor soils, high winds and dramatic cycles of freezes and thaws.

Plants thriving here include some that grow nowhere else (e.g. arctic bladderpod, Burnt Cape cinquefoil, and orchids such as the
Newfoundland orchid (Pseudorchis albida), Roundleaf Orchid (Galearis rotundifolia), Large Yellow Lady’s Slipper (Cyp. parviflo-
rum var. pubescens), and Frog Orchid (Dactylorhiza viridis). Many plants are dwarfed by the hostile environment. Here too is evi-
dence of a Viking settlement, the first known European presence in North America. Indigenous cultures preceded them and left be-
hind traces of their villages, tools and hunting weapons.

The indented coastline has numerous offshore islands, fjords and coves with lush valleys, and extensive peat bogs where the Showy
Lady’s Slipper (Cyp. reginae), Dragon’s Mouth (Arethusa buibosa) and numerous Platanthera species flourish. Elsewhere on the
island, where few orchids grow, vast colonies of seabirds, including Atlantic puffins, northern gannets, petrels and eiders inhabit the
eastern coastline along with pelagic migrants, wading birds and raptors. Humpback whales, traveling in groups, are regularly seen
close to the cliffs as they search for food. It is almost too much to absorb.

WHAT TO EXPECT
Weather - Newfoundland has cold but not severe winters and warm to cool summers. Typical July temperatures range from 62°F
(17°C) to 53°F (12°C) at night. Along the coast we may encounter wind and occasional fog. Last year Newfoundland felt the heat
dome which blanketed the Midwest and Great Plains. Many orchids bloomed early. Anticipating a repeat, we are going to New-
foundland slightly earlier than would be a “botanist’s norm™.
Field trips - Dress for moderate temperatures and humidity (layering is helpful). Hiking will be minimal on easy to moderate terrain.
Strongly recommended: Boots/sturdy shoes that can get wet; hat, sunscreen, insect repellant.
Orchids - Our field trips could produce 20+ orchid species including: Arethusa buibosa; Cypripedium reginge, parviflorum v. pu-
bescens; Calopogon tuberosus; Dactylorhiza praetermissa, viridis;, Galearis rotundifolia; Malaxis unifolia; Neolttia convallarioides;
Platanthera aquilonis, blepharigiottis, clavellata, dilatata, huronensis, lacera, orbiculata, psvchodes, x andrewsii; Pogonia
ophiogilossoides; Pseudorchis albida (its only location in North America)

For additional information or assistance, contact the NOC
via the *Contact Us’ tab on our websgite or email:

Tanice Yates, President jvates41 10{@ gmail com

Richard Barmore, Treasurer rebsterdl@vahoo.com

Sales Area: Limited space will be available for those wishing to sell or dis- Cancellation Policy: 75% of the symposium reg-
play orchid related items (books, prints, etc.). Pre-approval is required. istration fee may be refunded if written notice of
If you wish to reserve sales or exhibit space, please advise. your intent to cancel is received by June 1, 2025,




