Supporting the next Generation

AOS Sponsorships

Ever wonder how do we engage the next generation of orchid lovers and conservationists?
Concerned about the long-term viability of your orchid society?

Deb Boersma, the current Membership Chair for the AOS (American Orchid Society) and a member
of the Windsor Orchid Society, has come up with a great idea. Why not sponsor someone with an
AOS membership? The program is targeted to match a current orchid society member with a
student who would benefit from the information and scholarship that an AOS membership could
provide.

Sharing your life experience of growing orchids and conservation could be all the inspiration an
up-and-coming orchid enthusiast needs to take their next step into the joy of discovering orchids.
Want a broader perspective? Would you consider sponsoring a teacher with a strong conservation
and science curriculum in their classroom? Deb’s hope is to match current orchid enthusiasts with
those who will follow us in the years to come. These partnerships could help pave the road for the
succession planning we all need to take into consideration while being a joyful celebration of your
love of orchids.

For more information see Deb’s article in the September 2024 AOS Orchids bulletin or contact her
at the following email:

Deb Boersma Debb@aos.org

Ontario Nature Sponsorships

Each September, Ontario Nature hosts Youth Summit for Mother Earth. In 2024, the 15" annual
Youth Summit held workshops and programs for 64 youth from 42 communities. The funding
partners are Ontario Nature, the Indigenous Environment Institute at Trent University, Plenty
Canada and Walpole Land Trust. Youth leaders from the Ontario Nature Youth Council and Youth
Circle for Mother Earth’s Coordinating Circle are also involved with this amazing weekend. SOOS
has participated in the summit providing programming with ©orchid-gami and presentations about
Ontario Orchids and Conservation in 2022 and 23. SOOS has also sponsored participants for the
summitin 2021.
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