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On June 24™, 1965, a group of people, interested in the formation of the Southern Ontario Orchid
Society (SOO0S), met at the home for Mrs. G.F. Wells in Port Credit, Ontario because it was felt that
amateurs especially needed an organization to aid them in growing these fabulous flowers.

According to the 1975 SOOS Constitution, one of the objectives of the Society is
to promote, carry on and aid in every way the development, improvement, and preservation
of orchids of all kinds, including, ..., the importation and improvement by cultivation and
hybridization of exotic orchids and the preservation and perpetuation of native orchids.

Over the years, members have worked tirelessly towards achieving these goals. One of the most
popular events has been the Annual Orchid Show and Sale. The first was held November 3™,
1968. The first with American Orchid Society Judging was at the Fall Show in 1979. SOOS will be
holding its 45" Orchid Show and Sale February 13" and 14*", 2027.

Another objective that SOOS has promoted since its inception is the education of the general
public and orchid growers. Monthly meetings feature internationally renowned speakers. In
August 2020, meetings went virtual. This created the ability for members from a wider
geographical area to stay connected.

Over the last 60 years SOOS has consistently donated funds to organizations working to preserve
and conserve orchid habitat. Between 2010-2026 SOOS contributed over $150,000.00 CAD
towards land acquisition and stewardship projects in the Saugeen Bruce Peninsula, Manitoulin
Island, and Thunder Bay.

In 2021, SOOS along with the Orchid Species Preservation Foundation (Edmonton, Alberta) co-
sponsored the Round Leaf Orchid orchid-gami®. Funds raised through this and other orchid-
gami® projects support the conservation efforts of North American Orchid Conservation Center at
the Smithsonian Institution.

In 2024, SOOS received a Conservation Recognition Award from the American Orchid Society
(AOS) which came with $1,000 US. These funds, along with funding from the Canadian Orchid
Congress (COC), enabled Ontario Nature to remove a decaying boardwalk in their Petrel Point
Conservation area allowing the fen to rejuvenate to a natural state. Conservation happens when
organizations work together.



The 45" Annual Orchid Show and Sale runs from Noon to 5 pm on Saturday, February 13" and
from 11 am to 4 pm on Sunday, February 14" at the Toronto Botanical Garden, 777 Lawrence
Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario.

Please note that doors will close at 4:30 pm on Saturday and 3:30 pm on Sunday.

General admission is $15 at the door and $12 online.
Supervised children under 12 are free.




