
THUNDER BAY FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB (TBFNC) 
 
The TBFNC, a registered charity incorporated in the Province of Ontario, was founded in 1933 and 
has approximately 250 members.  Its activities, including the Nature Reserve program, are run 
almost entirely by volunteers.  The TBFNC has been acquiring conservation lands since the 
1990’s.  It currently owns and protects almost 10,000 acres.  For more information, visit 
www.tbfn.net .   
 
The TBFNC is a member of the Ontario Land Trust Alliance (OLTA) and adheres to the Canadian 
Land Trusts Standards and Practices.  Its Stewardship Endowment Fund ensures the long-term 
protection of acquired lands.  Its Nature Reserves are monitored by teams of volunteer stewards.  
For over 15 years, the  TBFNC has provided oversight and stewardship of two orchid reserve 
properties (the Harvais Orchid Reserves) on behalf of the Ontario Heritage Trust (OHT).  
Volunteers complete annual orchid counts at these reserves and report the results back to the 
OHT. 
 
2024 - The McTavish Wetland, a Provincially Significant Wetland in the Municipality of 
Shuniah. 
 
In 2024, the TBFNC seized the opportunity to purchase and protect a 160-acre parcel of 
conservation land in the Municipality of Shuniah.  More than 90% of the property lies within the 
McTavish Wetland and connected to other TBFNC properties on three sides.  This wetland 
complex has a mix of treed swamp and semi-open fen, with smaller areas of bog and marsh.  To 
date, eleven species of orchids had been identified; some species numbering in the thousands.  
And this property was slated to be logged!! 
 
With only $30,000 left to raise, the TBFNC approached SOOS for $10,000 to help supply the 
deficit.  Approval was unanimous.  The TBFNC is our boots on the ground.  Because the TBFNC 
steward several properties, they are in the field on a regular basis and attuned to changes.   It just 
made sense to support this ‘local’ project. 
 
2025 – A 737-acre Addition to the TBFNC’s Existing Caldwell Lake Nature Reserve, Neebing 
 
In 2025, the TBFNC purchased and began protecting three pristine parcels of diverse habitats with 
4.3 km of scenic Lake Superior shoreline adjacent to their existing Caldwell Lake Reserve.  To 
date, seventeen species of orchid have been found on the property.  This project is a spectacular 
and meaningful opportunity to protect native orchids in a situation where they are at imminent 
risk.  SOOS donated $10,000 to the TBFNC for this $1.67 M project. 

http://www.tbfn.net/


2026 Projects 
 
In 2026, the TBFNC purchased additional orchid rich property within the McTavish Wetland.  
SOOS once again donated $10,000 towards this project.  Orchid species that have been found 
include:  Amerorchis rotundifolia, Arethusa bulbosa, Corallorhiza trifida, Cypripedium acaule, 
Cypripedium calceolus, Cypripedium reginae, Listera cordata, Platanthera aquilonis, Platanthera 
dilatata, Platanthera obtusata, and Platanthera orbiculata. 
 
As well in 2026, SOOS donated $6,900 to fund a collaborative research initiative to investigate 
pollinators in northwestern Ontario.  The project involved the TBFNC, American research 
collaborators affiliated with the Smithsonian Institute’s North American Orchid Conservation 
Center (NAOCC), and Dr. Stephanie Rivest and an undergraduate student from Lakehead 
University.   
 
The study addresses a significant knowledge gap regarding orchid pollinators in a boreal forest 
region by deploying remote pollinator camera systems at various sites to document orchid-
pollinator interactions. 
 
 
2027 Show and Sale 
 
The 45th Annual Orchid Show and Sale runs from Noon to 5 pm on Saturday, February 13th and from 
11 am to 4 pm on Sunday, February 14th Toronto Botanical Garden, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, 
Toronto, Ontario. 
 
Please note that doors will close at 4:30 pm on Saturday and 3:30 pm on Sunday. 
 
General admission is $15 at the door and $12 online. 
Supervised children under 12 are free. 


